
this case the question arose whether or not electricity
was a manufactured product. He believes, on the
whole, that the present system of expert testimony is
the best and that in the friction of the opposing expert
the sparks of truth are ultimately brought out.
Dr. Wilford W. Hawke referred to a commission

in the city of St. Louis, composed of physicians who had
banded together to give expert testimony free of charge
to the city. He cited a case, in which two physicians
appeared in court as experts and yet who, when their
qualifications were questioned, were obliged to say that
they had never seen a case of insanity. He spoke
of his experience in a recent, murder trial in which the
Court would not allow him to qualify his statements,
which in print might not convey his meaning, upon the
ground that he could not give a

" medical lecture "
in court. The term " psychic epilepsy " had been used,
and although both sides agreed as to the mental
status of the man, the jury paid no attention to the
medical testimony and convicted the prisoner.
Haines D. Albright, Esq., outlined the plan by

which experts were obtained for the opposing sides,
and thinks that with the evidence brought out in direct
and cross examination the system in the long run

proved its value.
Dr. John B. Roberts deprecated the present

tendency for the fee of the medical man to depend upon
the result of the case.
John H. Clark, Esq., thought, that a lawyer who

takes a contingent fee, pays a fee to a man bringing
him a case, or pays a physician for proving his case,
cannot be an honest man and ought to be sent to jail.
Mr. Albright spoke in favor of a contingent fee,

under certain circumstances, for example, where the
party is too poor to pay an attorney and the lawyer
assumes the risk of not being paid at all.
Mr. Eichholz, in closing, admitted that it was some-

times difficult for a professional man to express a

professional opinion in other than technical words, but
urged that the medical man in his expert testimony
should remember that he was expected to explain
certain things of which others were supposed to know
nothing, and that so far as possible technical terms
should be eliminated.
An objection to the suggestion that the expert

should occupy the position of counsel was the difficulty
of having a deciding authority upon the point at issuebetween the opposing experts.
While the present system of expert testimony may

not be ideal Mr. Eichholz believes it the best that so
far it has been possible to devise. It is a means of
getting at the truth and of deciding disputes. With
some method of raising professional standards there
would come the possibility of raising the standard of
the expert testimony.

BookReviews
Essentials of Chemistry and Toxicology. By R.
A. Witthaus, A.M., M.D., Professor of Chemis-
try, Physics and Toxicology in Cornell Uni-
versity. Thirteenth edition, revised by R. J.
E. Scott, M.A., B.C.L., M.D. New York:
William Wood & Co. 1907.

This small book has been popular with those
who have wished to get a general idea of chem-
istry and toxicology through a system of questions
and answers. This thirteenth edition differs
somewhat from the preceding ones, particularly

in the portion devoted to organic chemistry
which has been rearranged and partly rewritten.
Of its kind it is one of the best books with which
we are acquainted.

Hay-Fever, Hay-Asthma, Its Causes, Diagnosis
and Treatment. By William Lloyd, Surgeon\x=req-\
in-Charge of the Nose, Ear and Throat Depart-
ment, Kensington General Hospital, etc. Lon-
don: Henry J. Glaisher. Chicago: W. T.
Keener & Co. 1907.
This small treatise on hay fever is well written

and follows in general commonly accepted views.
The author has definite ideas, but they are neif her
eccentric nor particularly new. His view of the eti-
ology is the familiar tripod,

—

hyperesthesia, dis-
ordered reflexes and the specific irritant. He can
detect the hypersensif ive areas by sight as well as
by touch, and he treats them with the caufery.
During the attack he finds the mucous membrane
extremely red, where others note that it is com-
monly anemic. In referring to the work of Dun-
bar, he apparently misses the interesting theory
that the etiological fault in the hay-fever victim
is chemical rather than nervous. In regard to
treatment there are many suggestions, and several
cases are reported cured by cauterization.

A Practical Treatise on Fractures and Disloca-
tions. By Lewis A. Stimson, B.A., M.D.,
LL.D. (Yalen.), Professor of Surgery in Cornell
University Medical College, New York; Sur-
geon to the New York and Hudson Street Hos-
pitals; Consulting Surgeon to Bellevue, etc.
Fifth edition, revised and enlarged; with 325
illustrations and 52 plates in monotint. New
York and Philadelphia: Lea Brothers & Co.
1907.
Stimson's great volume of 854 pages is the

worthy successor of that by Hamilton, another
eminent Bellevue surgeon, who was publishing
twenty-five years ago. Stimson's book is ad-
dressed to the general practitioner as well as to
the surgeon, and is an encyclopedia of the latest
and most useful information on his subject. In
this fifth edition the author points out especially
the notable increase in our knowledge derived
from the x-ray, though he might well emphasize
the possibility of a fallacious interpretation of
x-ray plates by inexpert observers, as well as the
danger in trusting for final diagnosis to the cheap
commercial x-ray apparatus commonly used by
general practitioners. We commend his use of
massage in the treatment of fractures, and suggest
the great value of the Zander apparatus in re-
storing function to crippled and contracted joints.
Fractures of the carpal and tarsal bones, dis-

locations of the semilunar, and fractures of the
upper end of the radius receive appropriate
consideration. But an extensive review of this
valuable work would be inappropriate in this
brief writing. Suffice it that the book should be
bought and studied by surgeons and general
practitioners.
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